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A Book Fair for everyone
The Göteborg Book Fair started out
as a trade fair for librarians in 1985.
Nobel Laureate Isaac B Singer was
the most prominent guest and the
Fair attracted just over 5 000 visitors.
Since then the Fair has developed into

the most important cultural event in
Scandinavia, a forum of current debate
and the foremost venue for Nordic literature. However, Nordic literature is
not the sole focus. Every year, the Fair
has a focal theme or a focal country:

two years ago the focus country was
Estonia, last year Latvia and this year
Spain and literature in Spanish. Perhaps your country will be at the centre
of attention soon?
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The Seminar programme
– where a thousand thoughts are born
Seminars – 442 of them this year – are the
heart and soul of the Book Fair. Writers, philosophers, thinkers, politicians and artists from all
over the world meet to talk about books, current events and issues and the big questions of
life in front of an enthusiastic and knowledge-

able public. Every year the Seminar programme
has its own unique focus. This year Spain and
the Spanish language set their own stamp with
seminars on Spanish and Latin American literature.

An outstanding Seminar programme
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The Exhibition
– the happening party for a hundred thousand book lovers
Imagine four days of controlled chaos, continually punctuated by many different events, all
happening at the same time. And books, books,
books everywhere! A children’s author talks
about her latest book at one of the 800 exhibi-

tors’ stands, a crime writer is cross-examined
at one of the exhibition’s many stages, a literary society discusses a new and exciting aspect to one of the classics, a cartoonist signs
albums …

An exhibition with more than 800 exhibitors
in 2008.

Statistics from Göteborg Book Fair 2008
101 280 visits
948 exhibitors from 20 countries in an area of 13 500 m2
800 writers and lecturers from 30 countries participated
in 442 seminars
1 210 accredited mass media people
Publishers and agents from 20 countries were represented at the IRC
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I am very grateful for having been
invited this year for readings and
panel discussions at the Göteborg Book
Fair. It seemed to me a lively, perfectly
organized event, a great experience for
every writer and reader of literature. I
could meet there many old friends from
Sweden and all over the world, publishers and a wonderful public, very keen
to listen and interact with the writers.
Mircea Cărtărescu, Romania, 2008
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Manfred Nowak

10.00–10.45 Code To1000.2
Manfred Nowak, Inge Genefke

11.00–11.45 Code To1100.8
Anne Bamford

Torture convention without teeth?

The Wow Factor

This year marks 25 years since the adoption of the
UN Convention against torture. And yet, torture,
recognized as a crime against human rights, is still
rarely prosecuted. Even when it is, prosecution
is brought against those carrying out the torture,
rather than against the statesmen or military chiefs
who have ordered it. That was the case in Latin
America and South Africa; and that is the case in
the USA. But now more and more voices are joining
in an appeal calling for those responsible to receive
their lawful punishments. Participants: Manfred
Nowak, professor at the University of Vienna and
the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, and Inge
Genefke, doctor and founder of IRCT, the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims
in Copenhagen, who has been nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize eight times.
Moderator: Marika Griehsel, journalist and presenter of UR’s forthcoming television series on torture.
Language: English

A major irony in education today is that while society and business increasingly place value on culture,
arts and creativity, time and energy for these subjects is being reduced in schools and teacher training programmes. Rather than representing the core
of innovative education for the future, aesthetic and
creative school subjects are increasingly marginalized. This presentation will consider the impact of
the arts on academic achievement in a system often
dominated by discussions of PISA results. Highlighting examples from around the world – and
with a special focus on the Nordic countries – this
presentation advocates a central role for creativity
education in building innovative thinking. Professor Anne Bamford is Director of the Engine Room
at the University of the Arts London and recognized
internationally for the UNESCO report “The Wow
Factor: Global research compendium on the impact
of the arts in education”. She has also conducted
major national impact and evaluation studies for
the governments of Denmark, The Netherlands,
Belgium, Iceland and Australia.
Language: English

In coop with Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company (UR)

In coop with The Swedish Teachers’ Union

11.00–11.45 Code To1100.6
Nuria Amat

photo: Richard Foreman

Inge Genefke

photo: private

Guillermo Arriaga

In search of her language
The Spanish-Catalan author Nuria Amat refers
to her latest novel Intimacy as “auto fiction”. The
dividing line between autobiography and fiction
is blurred in this depiction of a woman growing up in an upper-class, intellectual home, and
her struggle to find her own voice. This search
for one’s own voice is a central theme in Amat’s
books, such as Queen Cocaine. Nuria Amat made
her debut in 1979 with the poetry collection Pan
de boda [The wedding bread] and her first novel El
ladrón de libros [The Book Thief ] was published in
1988. Although Amat is Catalan, she has chosen to
write in Spanish, which is perceived as traitorous
by some in strongly nationalist Catalonia. In 2003
Queen Cocaine was nominated for the Rómulo
Gallego Prize, the most prestigious literary prize in
the Spanish speaking world. Amat talks with her
Swedish translator Marika Gedin.
Language: Spanish

12.00–12.45 Code To1200.1
Guillermo Arriaga

Babel and other tales from Mexico
The filmscripts for the critically acclaimed Babel,
21 gram and Amores perros – all also box-office
successes – were all written by the prize-winning
writer Guillermo Arriaga. His novel A Sweet Smell
of Death (Un Dulce Olor a Muerte) – now available
in Swedish translation – takes place in a little hole
of a village in the heart of macho Mexico. A young
girl is found murdered and the forces of revenge are
set in play. In a conversation with the film critic
and journalist Jannike Åhlund, Guillermo Arriaga
talks about his writing. How do screenwriting and
literature affect each other? Are the creative processes for each different? Which Mexico does he depict in his writings?
Language: English
In coop with Bokförlaget Tranan, Karavan and Boca förlag

In coop with Bokförlaget Tranan and Themis förlag

Programme changes and additions are online at
www.goteborg-bookfair.com
Nuria Amat
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